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1. Water Availability for Fire Fighting
2. IPWEAQ Branch Conference for SEQ
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Water Availability for Fire Fighting

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Towards the end of last year there was some confusion generated when various organisations circulated documents and letters referring to Council’s policies for supply of water for firefighting purposes. This has been generated mostly because of the general increase in the management or pressure in Australian water supplies which understandably causes concern for fire fighters who rely on adequate and predictable supplies of water. A balance is needed between managing water supply to minimise unnecessary costs to the community and supplying water that will maintain safety standards for fire fighting. This balance is still being negotiated in Queensland and the following information is provided as an update on the current situation as we work towards better solutions.

As early as July last year, all Councils would have received a letter from NRW on the Revision of Fire Fighting Recommendations. The letter promoted the update of the fire fighting recommendations contained within Chapter 6 of the revised version of the Planning Guidelines for Water Supply and Sewerage (http://www.nrw.qld.gov.au/compliance/wic/ws_s_consultation.html). The update was driven in part by changes arising from pressure management and the potential for increased use of recycled water in fire fighting. Consequently, the guidelines recommend, among other things, communication between WSPs and the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service (QFRS). One mechanism recommended to achieve this aim was a service level agreement between a Council and the QFRS and a template for this is provided on the qldwater website (http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=28&Itemid=81). The Guidelines provide sound general advice on managing networks to comply with fire fighting requirements.

Confusion was generated in some regions in October last year when the QFRS released a policy (B.AP 2.2 on 9 October) on the Design of Hydraulic Systems. The policy which has subsequently been withdrawn required WSPs to guarantee a minimum level of water supply or else the fire services would need to be designed assuming there was a “zero supply of water”. Justifiably, this raised concern amongst WSPs given the difficulty with guaranteeing minimum flows and pressures 100% of the time. If the guarantee was not be made, the QFRS policy would mean, in effect, that many properties would need to install water tanks for fire fighting purposes. On the 29 November, the Department of Infrastructure and Planning released a Building Newsflash (http://www.lgp.qld.gov.au/docs/corporate/publications/building_codes/newsflash/2007/NewsFlash296.pdf) stating that the QFRS policy had been withdrawn and that they would be undertaking further consultation with WSPs flows under pressure management situations. It is not clear whether this consultation has been progressed and neither qldwater nor LGAQ have been contacted.

To further confuse matters, in early November, the Insurance Council of Australia sent letters to a number of Queensland Councils expressing concerns over the impact of pressure management on the provision of fire fighting services. This letter was in fact sent to all members of WSAA (the Water Services Association of Australia) and was not directly generated by the Queensland situation.  WSAA subsequently followed up with the Insurance Council in late December and agreed to form a working group to outline a code of practice in communicating pressure reduction programs with all stakeholders and insuring that appropriate notices are given prior to beginning such programs. WSAA took the opportunity to assure the ICA that water would continue to be available for fire fighting regardless of pressure reduction among their members.

In South East Queensland where are number of Councils (namely Brisbane, Caloundra, Gold Coast, Ipswich, Logan, Maroochy, Pine Rivers and Redland) are involved in the Pressure and Leakage management Program and LGIS, which manages the program, has circulated information suggesting possible responses to the letter from the Insurance Council of Australia. This information along with the LGIS Guidelines developed for the SEQ project from David Lewis (DLewis@lgis.com.au). Queensland WSAA members should contact the industry body before responding for an update on activities at the national level.

There are still issues to be resolved in this area and last year qldwater convened a meeting of NRW, LGIS and pressure and leakage experts to discuss the impacts on the Queensland Water Industry in general. This meeting is being followed up by a broader workshop that will be convened by NRW before the end of February. More information will be circulated at this time, but if you have any questions or for further information, contact qldwater on 3252 4701. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. IPWEAQ Branch Conference for SEQ

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The upcoming IPWEAQ branch conference for SEQ has a strong water theme and is being held on the 15th February at Hervey Bay. At the current cross roads for the Water Industry in South East Queensland this is a good time to get together and take stock of tactical needs for the coming year. 

For further information see the flyer and registration form (http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=16&Itemid=34). qldwater hopes to see you there.
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This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
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